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Compared with many other newly democratized countries and regions, Taiwan 
was among the few examples with a relatively successful and smooth democratic 
transition. In spite of this fact, Taiwan's democracy is still facing many 
difficulties and problems. It comes under suspicion and criticism. Populism 
is generally believed to be an insidious threat to the consolidation of 
democracy in Taiwan. However, some people hold the view that the concept of 
populism has been heavily distorted and they have strived to recover its 
neutrality. Since the stigmatized populism has been widely accepted in Taiwan,   
attention should be focused on the use of this terminology in daily life and 
on existing political issues, and populism should be regarded as a useful, 
even indispensable, concept in elucidating Taiwan's politics. Based on the 
analysis of relevant literatures, the thesis defines populism in Taiwan as 
a political strategy used by politicians who appeal to the interests or bias 
of the populace to quest for political power. There are three kinds of 
phenomenons that are often criticized as populism in Taiwan, namely ethnic 
politics, the abuse of referendum, and to woo the electorates by announcing 
policies that may harm the long-term development of the society. They have 
exerted negative influences on the democracy of Taiwan. The rise of populism 
in Taiwan was accompanied by its democratic transition. On one hand, the 
changes brought about by democratic transition stimulated some politicians 
to choose populism as the strategies to mobilize voters. On the other hand, 
the distinctive social and historical background of Taiwan determined the 
features of its populism. In recent years, populism in Taiwan is on the 
decline. To address the drawbacks of populism, three aspects need to be taken 
care of, namely to address the drawbacks of electoralism, to build a mature 
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4 有证据显示，在第一次政党轮替后，台湾民众对民主实际运作的满意程度一度明显下降，民众对民主体制内
主要机构的信任度滑落谷底，民众对于民主体制优越性（或民主正当性）的信念也出现松动。参见朱云汉：《台
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